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By	Greg	Lindberg	Shockwave	games	range	from	car	racing	to	fashion,	jigsaw	puzzles	to	sports.	You	can	download	a	free	player	and	then	take	the	games	for	a	test	run.	The	player	runs	on	both	PCs	and	Macs.	You	can	download	trial	versions	of	games	for	free,	buy	games	(usually	for	around	$20)	or	sign	up	for	one	of	several	membership	deals.	Here	is
how	to	download	games	from	the	official	Shockwave	website.	Download	and	install	the	latest	Shockwave	player.	See	Resources	below.	Go	to	www.shockwave.com.	Click	on	the	My	Shockwave	tab.	Create	a	free	account	before	signing	up	for	any	club	offers.	After	your	account	is	created,	you	can	choose	among	membership	offers.	To	start	out,	try	the
10-day	free	trial	of	the	Shockwave	Unlimited	membership,	which	allows	you	to	download	more	than	600	games.	The	free	trial	will	give	you	a	sense	of	how	much	time	you	would	spend	playing	the	games	and	whether	you	would	prefer	to	purchase	a	single	game	or	select	one	of	the	paid	membership	options.	Click	on	the	Download	Games	tab	to	search
through	the	games.	For	example,	choose	the	game	Plants	vs.	Zombies.	Below	the	game	is	the	option	to	download	the	free	trial	or	to	buy	the	full	game.	If	you	have	signed	up	for	an	exclusive	membership	with	Shockwave,	you	will	see	an	option	to	simply	download	the	game.	Click	the	Download	option	and	select	where	you	want	to	save	the	game	on	your
computer.	If	you	are	paying	for	the	full	version,	you	will	have	to	go	through	checkout	before	downloading	the	game.	Plants	vs.	Zombies	is	$19.95	for	the	full	game.	Once	downloaded,	you	can	click	on	the	game	file,	and	it	will	start	automatically	on	your	Shockwave	player.	By	Tanya	Watkins	You	can	play	games	on	your	computer	without	spending	a
cent.	Several	websites	are	dedicated	to	offering	computer	games	for	free.	Some	of	the	games	that	are	offered	are	trials	before	you	buy,	while	others	are	completely	free.	Download-Free-Games.com	offers	many	classic	games	for	download.	Family	Feud,	Monopoly,	Scrabble,	Bejeweled,	Life	and	Risk	are	a	few	of	the	games	offered.	This	website	offers	a
variety	of	categories	including	card	games,	board	games,	kid	games,	puzzles,	racing	games,	simulations,	war	and	strategy	games	and	word	games.	The	site	offers	games	are	completely	free	or	free	trials	of	games	you	can	purchase.	Free	trials	allow	you	to	try	out	the	game	for	a	limited	time	or	have	some	features	locked.	They	require	you	to	buy	the
game	to	continue	playing	or	unlock	some	features.	No	adware	or	spyware	has	been	reported	from	the	site,	which	offers	more	than	800	games.	Net-Games.biz	offers	free	games	to	download	as	well	as	web-based	games,	a	players	club	and	multiplayer	games.	The	website's	offering	of	free	games	includes	action,	arcade,	racing	and	puzzle	games.	It	lists
players	with	top	scores,	the	10	most-popular	games	and	ID's	of	new	users.	Yahoo!	offers	a	large	selection	of	web-based	games,	which	don't	require	downloads,	for	adults	and	children.	Yahoo!	also	offers	free	games	that	can	be	downloaded	to	your	computer--some	of	them	free	trials.	Yahoo!	offers	sports	and	education	games	for	kids.	It	also	offers
arcade,	card	and	holiday	games.	If	your	child	gets	bored	of	games	easily	and	is	always	looking	to	play	something	new,	give	Yahoo!	a	try.	If	your	child	loves	everything	Disney,	consider	the	Disney	website.	Most	of	the	games	include	Disney	characters.	They	include	Hannah	Montana	Rock	that	Beat,	Tink's	Fairy	Tag,	Bayou	Adventure,	Pixie	Hollow	and
Zake	and	Luther's	Donut	Run.	Sign	up	with	a	Disney	account	to	have	access	to	these	favorites.	After	last	week’s	Nintendo	Direct	which	was	dedicated	to	the	Pokemon	franchise,	expectations	for	another	Pokemon	announcement	during	this	year’s	E3	livestream	were	not	high.	However,	Nintendo	decided	to	surprise	fans	by	confirming	that	a	mainline
Pokemon	game	would	be	coming	to	Nintendo	Switch.	No	other	details	were	revealed	other	than	it	would	be	a	core	title	and	that	its	release	was	more	than	a	year	away	so	there’s	a	chance	it	may	be	different	again	from	the	upcoming	3DS	titles	Ultra	Sun	and	Ultra	Moon.A	show	of	faithThis	means	that	the	Nintendo	Switch	is	breaking	the	Nintendo
home	console	curse,	whereby	only	side	titles,	such	as	the	already	confirmed	Pokken	Tournament,	were	released	while	mainline	titles	stayed	on	handhelds.The	Pokemon	Company	and	Game	Freak	had	previously	said	that	they	were	waiting	to	see	how	the	Nintendo	Switch	performed	and	whether	or	not	it	would	work	with	the	Pokemon	series	before
committing	a	core	game	to	the	console.	Rumors	have	been	circulating	for	a	number	of	months	about	the	game,	suggesting	it	might	be	released	under	the	name	Pokemon	Stars.This	announcement,	then,	is	a	great	sign	for	Nintendo	and	the	attitude	of	developers	towards	the	Switch.	E3	is	the	world's	largest	exhibition	for	the	games	industry,	stuffed	full
of	the	latest	and	greatest	games,	consoles,	and	gaming	hardware.	TechRadar	is	reporting	live	from	Los	Angeles	all	week	to	bring	you	the	very	latest	from	the	show	floor.	Head	to	our	dedicated	E3	2017	hub	to	see	all	the	new	releases,	along	with	TechRadar's	world-class	analysis	and	buying	advice	about	the	next	year	in	gaming.	Opinions	expressed	by
Entrepreneur	contributors	are	their	own.	I'm	sure	by	now	you've	heard	the	hype	and	sensation	around	Pokémon	Go.	You	don't	have	to	be	a	gamer	to	know	this	game.	PG/Bauer-Griffin	|	Getty	Images	I'd	like	to	suggest	that	you	should	also	be	in	the	game,	regardless.The	Pokémon	Go	phenomenon	seemed	to	come	out	of	nowhere,	almost	like	a	movie
premiere.	You	sort	of	hear	about	it	in	advance,	sort	of.	And	then	all	of	a	sudden	it	has	a	huge	opening	weekend	and	everyone	is	talking	about	it,	leaving	you	scrambling	to	catch	up	on	the	hysteria.Related:	3	Ways	to	Level	Up	Your	Marketing	With	Pokemon	GoGranted,	I've	known	about	Pokémon	since	my	son	was	a	little	boy	with	the	trading	cards	and
figurines.	What's	not	to	love	about	Pikachu?	But	the	fascination	back	then	didn't	hit	hysteria	levels	like	it	is	now.This	is	hysteria	to	the	tune	of	20	million	users	a	day	--	hysteria	to	the	tune	of	people	bumping	into	each	other	and	causing	all	sorts	of	drama.	Hysteria	to	the	tune	of	reinventing	the	gaming	industry.Despite	the	hype,	these	kinds	of	pop
culture	moments	are	actually	quite	rare.Pokémon	Go	represents	a	seismic	shift	not	just	in	gaming,	but	also	in	any	kind	of	entertainment.	I	predict	we	will	see	a	lot	of	new	ideas	coming	from	all	sorts	of	entertainment	venues	in	the	years	ahead	that	have	been	inspired	by	Pokémon	Go…not	only	from	gaming	but	from	movies,	television	and	sports.	I'm
sure	they're	be	some	from	a	few	surprising	places	too.Related:	Why	I	Am	More	Excited	Than	My	Kids	About	Pokemon	GoAs	entrepreneurs	and	small	business	owners,	it's	important	for	us	to	keep	abreast	of	these	kinds	of	pop	culture	movements,	whether	it	pertains	directly	to	your	business	or	not.	I	always	say	that	"marketing	is	a	spectator	sport"	and
it's	important	to	watch	and	learn	from	what	other	brands	are	doing	in	the	marketplace.Pokémon	Go	is	a	good	one	to	watch,	and	here	are	three	reasons	why	you	should	pay	attention:1.	To	have	meaningful	conversations.Let's	face	it,	most	of	the	time	we	start	conversations	with	our	customers	with	talk	of	the	weather,	and	we	generally	stay	away	from
politics	or	religion.	So	why	not	talk	about	something	current	in	pop	culture	to	stimulate	a	more	rewarding	dialogue?	Talk	about	the	essence	that	is	Pokémon	Go.	Your	customers	will	be	impressed	with	your	knowledge	of	pop	culture	and	they'll	give	you	bonus	points	for	knowing	a	thing	or	two	about	technology.	They'll	secretly	think	you're	better	as	a
result.2.	To	merge	your	digital	and	physical	worlds.While	not	the	first,	Pokémon	Go	has	effectively	merged	the	digital	and	physical	worlds	of	entertainment	like	never	before.	While	we	knew	that	our	mobile	devices	have	become	our	lives,	we	now	know	that	we	don't	have	to	enjoy	them	in	isolation	from	what	we	are	also	physically	doing	in	the	moment.
So	think	about	how	you	can	create	a	merged	physical/digital	experience	for	your	business,	as	a	way	to	more	deeply	engage	with	your	customers.	They'll	remember	you	for	it,	and	reward	you	too	by	sharing	it	with	their	friends	and	followers.Related:	How	Entrepreneurs	Are	Cashing	in	on	Pokémon	Go3.	To	seize	local	marketing	opportunities.Pokémon
Go	is	like	Four	Square	on	steroids…the	local	marketing	opportunities	are	endless.	You	can	do	local	promotions	to	join	the	buzz	and	give	discounts	for	participation.	You'll	put	your	business	on	the	map	as	a	result.With	these	things	in	mind,	jump	in	and	play	the	game,	even	if	you're	not	actually	playing.Go!	The	Day	After	9/11,	This	Family-Owned	Jam
Company	Lost	All	of	Its	Airline	Business.	But	One	Son's	Strategic	Rebrand	Has	Brought	Lasting	Success.	The	Art	of	Active	Listening	Requires	Leaving	Your	Ego	Behind	Using	This	Color	in	Your	Facebook	Ads	Could	Increase	Your	Click-Through	Rate	Almost	3	Decades	Ago,	I	Wrote	Myself	a	Check	for	$1	Million,	When	I	Had	Nothing.	Here's	Why.	This
Entrepreneur's	Wellness	Tech	Platform	Was	Inspired	By	His	Grandma's	Garden	Here	Are	the	7	Traits	You	Need	to	Get	Rich	in	the	Restaurant	Industry	Yankee	Candle	Founder's	$23	Million	Estate	Comes	With	an	Indoor	Water	Park	and	Two	'Car	Barns'	Ten	years	ago,	the	mere	suggestion	of	downloading	a	game	digitally	would	have	left	most	PC
gamers	aghast."What	of	my	phone	bill!?"	"Won't	the	Boutique	of	Electronics	close	down	as	a	result!?"	"Who	is	this	Horatio	chap,	and	what	does	he	want	with	my	daughter?"Fortunately,	we	soon	got	out	of	the	early-millennial	way	of	thinking	and	accepted	digital	downloads	as	the	way	forwards.	As	with	all	other	shifts	in	the	games	industry,	the	PC	led
where	others	will	surely	follow.	Digital	distribution	platforms,	such	as	Steam,	basically	nabbed	the	iTunes	model	and	applied	it	to	gaming.	Very	successfully.We've	actually	reached	a	point	where	physical	media	is	becoming	less	and	less	relevant.	Physical	copies	of	recent	games	such	as	Deus	Ex:	Human	Revolution	and	Modern	Warfare:	Black	Ops	have
merely	been	containers	for	a	Steam	code	and	a	bit	of	data,	the	rest	of	which	is	downloaded	online.The	opinion	seems	to	be	that	the	majority	of	PC	gamers	don't	care	about	boxed	goods,	and	would	rather	be	able	to	play	their	games	on	the	day	they're	released	than	have	to	wait	around	with	a	Gregg's	pasty	waiting	for	their	local	branch	of	GAME	to
open.In	turn,	every	other	platform	is	getting	in	on	the	digital	download	malarkey.	It	seems	that	neither	the	PlayStation	Network	or	the	Xbox	Live	Arcade	were	quite	ready	for	just	how	massive	digital	downloads	would	be,	and	the	tiny	file	size	limit	(350MB	on	Xbox	Live,	last	time	we	checked)	has	stopped	console	downloads	being	as	big	as	the	PC.In	the
meantime,	the	PC	is	still	the	best	platform	for	digital	downloads,	and	there	are	a	fair	few	contenders	to	Valve's	crown.	The	most	important	is	likely	to	be	EA's	Origin,	which	is	playing	host	to	the	company's	upcoming	uber-blockbuster,	Battlefield	3.	In	fact,	the	war	game	won't	be	enjoying	a	Steam	release	at	all,	although	it	will	be	available	on	a	few
other	digital	distribution	platforms.We've	rounded	up	five	of	the	biggest	and	most	interesting	platforms,	and	given	them	a	run	for	their	money	in	terms	of	download	speeds,	design,	and	content.	We've	left	out	more	specialist	services	such	as	Good	Old	Games	and	Blizzard's	Battle.net	as	the	titles	on	these	sites	often	aren't	available	anywhere	else,
which	would	hardly	make	for	a	fair	comparison.1.	SteamThe	original	game	download	service,	launched	by	Valve	in	2004.	The	decision	to	release	Half-Life	2	on	the	service	in	2005	saw	PC	gamers	downloading	Steam	en	masse,	and	subsequent	releases	saw	it	expand	in	popularity.	Forbes	estimates	that	50-70	per	cent	of	PC	gaming's	$4billion	income
comes	through	Steam.It's	not	without	its	problems,	though.	If	you	haven't	set	Steam	to	offline	mode,	and	find	yourself	without	an	internet	connection,	you	won't	be	able	to	access	any	of	your	games.	Plus	it	occupies	a	shady	area	of	UK	distance	selling	regulations,	which	state	that	you're	allowed	seven	days	to	try	out	products	bought	online	-	Steam
doesn't	offer	refunds.With	an	apparent	70	percent	cut	for	big	publishers	who	get	their	games	on	Steam,	it's	an	attractive	option.	DRM	for	Valve	and	some	third-party	titles	is	supplied	via	Steamworks,	with	publishers	able	to	stick	other	forms	of	protection	on	top	of	their	games.	The	latter	can	prove	to	be	a	bit	of	a	nightmare,	especially	if	it's	Fallout	3's
Games	for	Windows	Live	or	GTA	IV's	Social	Club.Valve	has	absolutely	nailed	the	user	experience.	Everyone	who	plays	PC	games	has	Steam,	and	its	chat	and	social	features	are	second-to-none.	However,	surprisingly,	we	found	our	download	speeds	lagged	a	little.	There's	also	no	incentive	program	to	keep	you	coming	back,	and	Steam	keys	can	now	be
sold	by	third-party	sites.Steam	has	set	the	high	water	mark	for	PC	game	download	services,	and	it	has	also	sneaked	onto	the	PlayStation	3	and	Mac.	It's	also	got	a	humongous	catalogue	of	3,710	games	-	but	it's	going	to	face	some	tough	competition	as	other	publishers	cash	in	on	digital	revenue.2.	OriginEA's	brand-spanking-new	web	store	is	rather
like	its	old	one,	only	with	an	original	name.	It's	aiming	to	match	its	"leading	competitor	[read:	Steam]	by	2012",	and	it	-	somewhat	unsurprisingly	-	only	stocks	EA	titles.	Even	though	it's	still	in	its	nascent	stages,	Origin	is	fairly	fully	formed.But	Origin	has	stirred	controversy	recently	-	particularly	when	it	comes	to	its	relationship	with	Steam.The
decision	to	make	Battlefield	3	an	Origin-exclusive	seemingly	didn't	go	down	too	well	with	Valve,	and	Crysis	2	has	been	pulled	from	Steam	-	although	EA	believes	this	to	be	a	mere	coincidence.The	plot	thickens	when	you	realise	that	Valve	and	EA	have	a	mutually	beneficial	relationship	-	the	manufacture	and	distribution	of	Valve's	boxed	products	is
silently	handled	by	EA.As	a	client,	Origin	is	nicely	laid-out	and	easy	to	use.	The	games	seem	generally	cheaper	than	on	Steam,	too	with	Dead	Space	2	costing	£19.99	on	Steam	and	£14.99	on	Origin.	Download	speeds	are	solidly	impressive,	and	the	fact	that	you	don't	have	to	go	through	the	Origin	layer	to	access	your	games	is	a	boon	to	anyone	who
likes	gaming	on	the	move.EA	has	big	plans	for	Origin,	such	as	an	iPhone	version	and	potential	cross-compatibility	across	upcoming	consoles.	It's	still	got	a	long	way	to	go	before	it	can	compete	with	Steam,	but	it's	slick	and	smooth	enough	to	be	a	serious	contender.Battlefield	3	will	either	define	or	sink	it,	and	our	money's	firmly	on	the	former	-	at	the
end	of	the	day,	most	gamers	aren't	going	to	worry	too	much	about	where	their	game	comes	from,	as	long	as	they	can	play	it.3.	Direct2DriveStarted	originally	by	IGN,	Direct2Drive	has	recently	been	purchased	by	US	game	rental	service	Gamefly.	Gamefly	itself	is	launching	an	online	rental	service	soon,	so	Direct2Drive	has	been	slightly	neglected,	but
it's	still	an	interesting	online	game	shop.Direct2Drive	doesn't	have	a	client	as	such,	instead	it	installs	a	basic	"shop"	which	redirects	to	the	website,	as	well	as	GameSpy	Comrade	for	online	matchmaking	and	chats.It's	a	slightly	hotchpotch	system,	but	it	just	about	works.	With	over	1,500	titles,	its	catalogue	isn't	lacking,	although	we	had	problems
getting	a	decent	download	speed.Some	titles	-	such	as	Deus	Ex:	Human	Revolution	-	simply	consist	of	a	Steam	key	to	get	the	game,	which	is	a	tad	annoying.Unlike	Steam,	most	games	simply	require	a	one-time	activation	to	get	them	working,	so	there's	no	fretting	about	being	offline.	The	downside	is	that	many	titles	use	the	infamously	Draconian
Securom	DRM,	but	apparently	the	support	team	will	send	out	more	access	codes	if	you	run	out.There's	some	other	goodness,	too.	Direct2Drive	promises	to	price-match	any	game	you've	bought	if	you	find	it	on	a	competitor's	site	for	cheaper.	It	will	also	refund	your	game	if	you	request	your	money	back	within	a	reasonable	amount	of	time,	and	haven't
activated	the	title.Direct2Drive	is	definitely	due	an	overhaul,	though,	and	hopefully	Gamefly's	ownership	will	give	it	the	lick	of	paint	it	so	desperately	needs.	If	Gamefly	can	also	bring	its	rental	program	-	which	gives	you	unlimited	games	for	a	monthly	fee	-	to	the	UK,	it	could	be	the	unique	selling	point	it	needs	to	muscle	in	on	Steam,	Gaikai	and
Onlive.4.	Green	Man	GamingProbably	the	most	interesting	and	innovative	service	in	our	round-up,	Green	Man	Gaming	is	a	British	start-up.	On	the	surface,	it	looks	like	any	other	download	service,	and	to	some	extent	it	pretty	much	is.	Where	the	Green	Man	stands	out	is	in	its	trade-in	policy.Although	a	trade-in	system	may	seem	a	tad	odd	on	digital
products,	it	does	actually	work.	If	a	game	gets	the	go-ahead	from	publishers,	it's	listed	and	sold	through	Green	Man	Gaming's	site.	You	can	download	and	play	the	game	to	your	heart's	content,	but	if	you	get	bored,	or	just	don't	like	it,	you	can	trade	it	in	for	a	certain	value	-	usually	about	25%	of	the	price	you	paid	for	it.	Bigger	games	don't	feature	the
trade-in	system,	but	you	can	still	put	your	credits	towards	them.Prices	on	Green	Man	Gaming	fluctuate,	and	getting	good	prices	is	almost	a	game	in	itself	-	one	user	invested	just	4p	at	the	site's	start,	and	now	has	£30	of	credit	for	the	site.	Green	Man	Gaming	reckons	that,	in	essence,	you're	spending	less	money	to	get	more	games.Although	the	range	is
currently	a	little	sparse,	it's	an	interesting	paradigm	for	online	gaming,	especially	in	these	days	of	wallet-watching	credit	crunches.	Its	Capsule	software	is	a	little	clunky,	and	its	slightly	esoteric	shopping	system	may	go	over	the	heads	of	some	users.The	site's	success	lies	on	people	using	it,	and	more	trade-ins	make	it	better	for	everyone.	If	it	takes	off,
it	could	well	prove	to	be	an	underdog	challenger	to	Steam's	throne	-	unless	Steam	decides	to	nab	the	trade-in	system	for	itself.5.	Games	for	Windows	MarketplaceMicrosoft	has	beaten	around	the	bush	with	its	Games	for	Windows	Live	platform	for	ages	now,	and	seems	to	have	finally	decided	to	integrate	it	with	its	Xbox	portal.	This	could	be	part	of
some	grand	plan	for	the	next	Xbox	console,	but	at	the	moment	it's	in	a	no-man's	land	of	games	services.Like	it	or	not,	you've	probably	already	got	Games	for	Windows	installed	if	you've	got	Dirt	3	or	Dead	Rising	2	-	even	if	you	bought	them	via	Steam.	It	feels	a	tad	sneaky,	and	the	sheer	number	of	hoops	you've	got	to	go	through	to	get	games	running
makes	for	some	major	ball-aches.	DLC	is	similarly	ineffective,	and	we	still	have	nightmares	about	getting	the	add-ons	for	Fallout	3	working.The	Games	for	Windows	Marketplace	catalogue	currently	stands	at	a	pitiful	166	titles.	Among	these	you'll	find	the	triple-AAA	likes	of	Dirt	3	and	Bioshock	2,	but	recent	releases	have	been	thin	on	the	ground.	It
obviously	works	well	enough	for	some	publishers:	Codemasters	has	released	F1	2011	via	Games	for	Windows	Marketplace.	It	makes	sense	for	Microsoft's	own	games:	Fable	3	and	Age	of	Empires	are	there	too.Microsoft	clearly	still	has	a	vested	interest	in	PC	gaming,	what	with	it	owning	that	whole	Windows	thing.	Games	for	Windows	Live	does	look
rather	spiffing;	the	MSN-style	messenger	and	wholly-cribbed-from-Xbox	achievements	system	work	well.	However,	right	now	it	seems	to	be	more	of	a	promotion	for	the	Xbox	as	a	gaming	platform	than	a	fully-fledged	service.VerdictGreen	Man	Gaming	comes	a	close	second	to	Steam.	On	paper,	Steam	ticks	all	the	right	boxes,	with	decent	download
speeds,	a	huge	catalogue	of	games,	and	a	straightforward	user	interface.	There's	also	the	fact	that	just	about	every	PC	gamer	on	the	planet	uses	it,	and	it's	established	itself	in	the	very	bedrock	of	gaming.But	Steam	is	only	our	number	one	for	the	moment.	In	the	coming	months,	especially	with	the	release	of	Battlefield	3,	there	could	be	some	rather
huge	shifts	in	gaming	clients,	and	the	way	we	use	them.Each	service	we	looked	at	has	its	own	unique	selling	point,	from	Origin's	cross-platform	mechanics	to	Games	for	Windows	Live's	apparent	integration	with	the	upcoming	Windows	8.Steam	might	never	be	toppled,	but	it	could	see	a	sizable	share	of	its	user	base	migrate	to	other	platforms.--------------
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